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"For every house is  bui l t  by someone,  but GOD is
the bui lder of  everything. "  Hebrews 3 :4

ARUSHA, SEPTEMBER 2022

Dear friends,

This is the last part of my retrospect: It happened in
the year of 1994. As often before, we were having a
seminar in the shade of some umbrella thorn acacias.
About 300 Maasai had gathered. Men and women were
sitting on the sandy ground. We had brought bags of
corn, rice, and beans, cooking fat in buckets, 50 kg of
salt, 50 kg of onions etc. The participants had donated
goats for the meat. We had cooking teams, who were
working all day and who brought big pots for meals at
noon and in the evening. People ate in small groups,
with their bare hands directly from the pots. We talked
about the gospel and all areas of daily life positively
impacted by it. How often have I had discussions with
Maasai friends after seminars or church services, from
the 1980s up until now. One important issue always
came up: Wake up! It won’t always go on like this. You
as a people of nomads do not stand a chance in the
future. In other countries indigenous peoples are also
facing new challenges. You need new ways to survive.
If you only live off your cattle, you will at one time or
other be left with nothing. Our earth has grown too
small. The earth is like a bus. You have to get on it to
keep pace with it. If you don’t, you will only see the
tail-lights and be left behind.
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Presentations
in Germany

Elisabeth Merz is available
to give presentations on the
work in Tanzania, and
Angelika Wohlenberg, too,
will give presentations in
Germany in October 2022.
If you are interested, send
your request to:
elisabeth@massai.org
angelika@habari.co.tz



With your style of living you do not have a future. You need education in order to know your
rights, but also to explore new avenues. If you want to survive, you need to learn professions
in order to earn money. The cattle don’t have enough pastures to graze. There is a tough
struggle between cattle and gnu herds …. Who owns the right to graze? There are constantly
on-going conflicts. Cattle herds are confiscated in the Serengeti and the Maasai have to pay
money as a punishment for letting their cattle graze there because there is not enough grass
for all the animals any more. There are still Maasai men who prefer to sell their daughters and
receive cattle as a bridal price instead of setting their daughters free to go to school, choose
their own husband and help give the Maasai people a secure future.

Indeed, after decades the disaster beyond all expectations has struck and this time there does
not seem to be any more possibility of negotiation. A corridor for the wild animals has been
established and there does not seem to be any more room for the Maasai. They had been
warned many times. They were offered land in the southern Maasai-Steppe as a compensation.
Some accepted, others continually ignored the offers and seemed to think that this would
always go on. The conflicts had always cooled down in the past. It’s a fact that the nomad
lifestyle does not have room in today’s world. The question now is: Which role do my team at
HFTM and I play in this new threat, that actually has always been present? In our clinic missions
we often meet children who are undernourished, many of them with pneumonia because they
do not have real homes anymore, but have to live in makeshift shelters.

They are overwhelmed, have given up hope,
and they would have needed more time to
adapt to a new style of living. They should
have woken up earlier. We of HFTM want to
help and support the government as well as
the Masai with their new challenges.

Changing topics: As I myself had a very
protected childhood which made me able to
withstand stress, I often have thought about
how children had to live without parents
and especially without a mother. I could not
imagine growing up without a mother and I
was secretly afraid that I might lose my
mother at an early age. She died in 2009, at
the age of 82. I was then 54 years old and I
still miss her.

I showed them postcards one could buy
in the tourist shops in Arusha. They
showed elephants, lions, giraffes, Maasai,
gazelles, Mount Kilimanjaro, and the
volcano Oldonyo Lenkai. “You have
become a tourist attraction. People hear
‘Serengeti’ and think of lions, Maasai,
buffalos, wildebeests …. Safari cars make
it possible for the tourists to take photos
of the animals, visiting a Maasai kral – for
which they pay an admission fee, of
course, as well as for the photos. You are
put on the same level as the wild beasts.



Very early on I was passionate about
children in need. Since 1997, children have
found a home with Help for the Massai. An
orphanage developed in cooperation with
the governmental social services. More and
more children without parents or from
precarious living conditions came to us. At
the moment, 32 girls are in our care. Last
month I celebrated my 67th birthday. We
had a party with the children in our
orphanage, we played on the lawn, sang, and
thanked God. Everybody has been praying
for years now that I will live until I am 100
years old. I myself will be grateful if it is 80
years. In the last few years there have been
changes that I have observed, some soberly,
some wistfully. I am not as physically fit as I
used to be and I have sold my motorcycle.

We feed all our visitors and consider it our
task to be there for the young people. We
belong to the old generation now, we are a
role model for many people and they come
to us for advice.

In wonder I pray, “Lord Jesus, you have done
great things in us. Who are we that you have
blessed us so much and that we may see the
fruit? What do you want of me, now that my
strength is failing? Where and how can I
serve you? How can I help my Maasai friends
find a way that offers them a future without
them having to give up themselves? Give me
wisdom, give them a way of preserving their
identity and dignity and of finding a common
ground with the government. All glory to you!
Amen.”

Angelika Wohlenberg

At work there are new tasks.  I  am now a
teacher at  our new vocat ional  school .  I
teach l i fe ski l ls  and German.  Once a
month,  I  dr ive to Malambo and vis i t  the
project .  I  enjoy dr iv ing the cross-country
car .  As Erwin’s wife I  have become a
mother and grandmother,  I  have
transferred many tasks to younger
people.  The Tanzanian staff  now does a
lot  of  work without us Germans.  Almost
every Tuesday night ,  there is  a Bible
study group at  our house.  Missionar ies,
development workers,  and Tanzanian
fr iends come. During the hol idays,  10
gir ls  also come and stay overnight
afterwards.  
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Hauke Semleit adds, “Communication
worked beyond language problems. Up to
four languages were in use – and our
hands and feet. The work went hand in
glove.”

The main goal of this trip was to facilitate
encounters and exchanges. Apart from
the project, there was a lot of singing and
playing, and there were also many
discussions. We took some trips in the
close vicinity and celebrated lively
church services. We enjoyed a tight
companionship and many friendships
were formed.

Pastor Jan Philipp Strelow

This was possible as the Tanzanian students were
also on holiday. The goal of the workcamp was to put
together the roof framework for the shell
construction of the church and cover it with sheet-
metal.

Johannes Junge summarized his experience this way,
“I was impressed by the project attracting so much
attention. Many people came to the building site to
watch or even to help. Working together with our
Tanzanian hosts was a lot of fun. We got to know
each other better and we also learned from each
other.”

Youth encounter

For the fourth time since 2010, 13 scouts of
the age of 16 and older from the Ascheberg
parish in Schleswig-Holstein traveled to
Tanzania for three weeks during their
summer holidays. In cooperation with our
Lutheran partner parish in Malambo and
with organizational support by Help for the
Masai, the youth were involved in a
workcamp to build a small church in the
parish Lepolosi, which is about seven
kilometers from Malambo. Each of the
guests from Germany was appointed a
Tanzanian host of the same age attending
Naserian Secondary School.



Along with Naserian Primary School (founded in Malambo in 2005) and Naserian Secondary
School (founded in Malambo in 2017), there is now a Naserian Vocational School (since 6/2022).
This school is not in Malambo but on our new grounds in Arusha (Tengeru). At the suggestion of
the government, we opened this vocational school (very spontaneously) in the middle of the
year. We have the great advantage of being able to use one of the existing buildings, which
only needed some small adjustments. As with all the other schools, vocational schools are run
as boarding schools. Currently, we only have four students due the quick start, but we are quite
happy about the fact that the start of the new project went well, considering that new staff had
to be recruited and all the other things which are involved in founding a new school. And if you
consider that the Naserian Primary only started with seven students ….

Currently we are offering a 3-year course “Food Production”. We hope that with this training we
will be able to give a wider perspective for the future to young men and women. The goal of
the training is to help them find employment in tourism, hospitals, schools etc., or to become
self-employed with perhaps a small diner. Unfortunately, it is difficult to find a job in Tanzania.
In addition to the vocational training, the students also receive lessons in practical life skills
(dealing with money, cattle raising, hospitality etc.). Another course will be added during the
upcoming years, and we hope to be able to offer a good vocational training for up to 30
students per year. Again, it is a miracle how God has put everything so wonderfully together
and we pray for wisdom, especially for our continually growing responsibility.

We are very grateful to the Georg-Oettli-Foundation for their support and trust.

Sarah Frykowski

Field of work: 
Naserian Vocational

School
Life stays exciting at Help for the Masai. We
haven’t even finished to introduce all the
existing fields of work, yet already another
one has been added. Although Angelika may
look back a little wistfully on the “old” times,
we can only testify that what has become of
Angelika’s vision of helping children is
incredible. 

.
 Newsfrom Germany

At the end of the year 2021, Elisabeth Merz
had to leave Tanzania. She did so with a
heavy heart. Residence and work laws made
it difficult for her to continue working in
Tanzania. In 2009, Elisabeth Merz came to
Tanzania to work for Help for the Maasai. As
a coordinator she was responsible for
various projects in Malambo. At the same
time she took on the role as manager of the
school project concerning Naserian English
Medium Primary and, later, Naserian
Secondary School.
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One of Elisabeth’s very notable traits is her ability to gain not only the staff and teachers’ trust
very rapidly, but also the students’ and parents’ belonging to our project. For her, Malambo
had become a second home, a place where she settled down and lived with the people
wholeheartedly. Elisabeth indeed stayed for most of the year in this small village at the edge
of the Serengeti, one day’s travel from the next city.

Part of her longstanding tasks was the communication with sponsors, donors and friends of our
work, for whom she was always available. Another part was hosting guest groups from
Germany and presenting the project and work in Malambo, which she did with pride. For the
young people who came to Malambo as volunteers every year, she undoubtedly was the
“boss”, but in many aspects she was also something like their substitute mother. With many of
them she is still in close contact today.

Highlights of her work in Malambo were undoubtedly the founding and constitution of
Naserian Secondary School and the first graduation in October of last year.  At that time a
farewell party was also given for Elisabeth Merz.

Even if Elisabeth Merz has been back in Germany since the end of last year and has been
working in her old job as a nurse, she will stay committed to Help for the Massai. Not only we
as the German association, but also the whole team in Tanzania are very grateful for that.

As a part-time job, she will continue taking care of the sponsoring program, keep up the major
part of the communication with the sponsors and handle the public relations work.
Additionally, she will travel to Malambo once a year in order to help with the selection of new
students and to take part in team meetings. In this way we want to make sure not to lose
contact and assure that Elisabeth stays deeply involved in the project. A first appointment has
already been made for November. As the association and its board, we want to thank Elisabeth
Merz for her relentless commitment to the Masai and for her solidarity with the work of Help
for the Masai.

 Pastor Jan Philipp Strelow, Executive Director

GERMAN ADDRESS

Hilfe für  die Massai  e .V.  
Ploener Chaussee 47 
24326 Ascheberg Germany 
+49 4526 290 
info@massai .org 

ACCOUNT FOR DONATIONS

Hilfe für  die Massai  e .V.
Sparkasse Westholstein
IBAN: DE70 2225 0020 0030 0011 17
BIC:  NOLADE21WHO 

for  the beginning of Naserian
Vocat ional  school in Tengeru
for El isabeths Merz´ l i fe in Malambo
the scouts´  good work 

future for "homeless"  Masai  
peace

PRAYER

THANKS

REQUEST 

TANZANIAN ADDRESS

Help for the Masai
 P .O.  Box 1396,  Arusha Tanzania
+255754572675
massai .help@habari .co.tz 


