„and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.
She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in
a manger, because there was no room for
them in the inn.“
Luke 2:7

Arusha, 20th November 2019

Dear Friends,
Do you remember Nossim*? You can reread her story in our newsletter number
A50. Not long ago we visited her mother’s
boma and house (see picture on the right),
where she was born and grew up as a
typical Masai girl. Her parents were happy
about our visit. They allowed us to take
photos and to tell you their thoughts. We
sat down under an umbrella acacia to drink
tea and talk. Today, Nossim’s father is
happy about the fact that Nossim goes to
school. He is proud of her, because she
studies and will one day earn her own
money. At first, it had not been easy for him
to give her up and into someone else care.
That meant for him that he had to give
back all the cows he had already received
as a bridal price. It was a great loss for him.
However, he met other fathers who had
given their daughters new liberties and who
were now enjoying the advantages they
had gained.
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*name changed

The daughters were working somewhere
in a big city and regularly sent part of
their salaries to their parents. The cattle
(bridal price) would have been gone by
now, because ten years ago there was a
bad drought which killed-off almost all
cattle stocks. Thousands of cattle died
(see picture on the left). Education on
the other hand is secure; it does not
depend on rain and it cannot be taken
away. Nossim is one of the girls who
have realized that.

+++ Nossim´s story continues +++

She works very hard. Now that she can go
home without having to fear that her
father will force her into marriage she has
also become a great support for her
mother. When her father fell ill, she
arranged for him to go to a hospital instead
of going to a shaman (Laiboni), else he
probably would have died.
Today Nossim came to our office in Arusha.
She came directly from college where she
studies accounting. She was beaming and
told us about her studies and that she was
going to have an exam in a few days. She
said she was very grateful for being such
good friends with her parents. They had
allowed her to choose her husband herself
one day She will surely support her family
financially when she starts earning her own
money.

Nossim’s parents in front of the father’s
house. His five wives have their own
houses (see page 1).

Angelika and Nossim
at their meeting in Arusha

Nossim told us that in 2015 her father
had wanted to have her genitals cut
(FGM – female genital mutilation) and
to take her to the husband. Her sisters
were all married and her half-sisters
were still waiting to be old enough to go
through these rituals. This happens when
they are about 14 years old. Nossim said,
“I did not go through FGM because
HFTM prohibited it for all their students.
I remember the uproar when Sister*
talked about it at the parent-teacherconference. She even threatened to call
the police. Officially it is illegal, but
sometimes culture is more powerful than
the law.”
*Angelika´s titel in Tanzania

I was particularly happy about the
following sentence. “I want to do a one or
two year internship to gather some
experience, even if I don’t earn any money. I
want to serve God with my education. I am
sure that He is going to bless me.” Perhaps
she will one day work as a volunteer for us
in Arusha or Malambo?

Angelika

Nossim (middle) at college

+++ Massaifamilien stärken und fördern +++

Nalary´s story
Nalary* (about 75 years old) was very
excited when she reached our compound
and she wanted to talk to me right away. I
asked her what the matter was. “You know,
this is Naishiye*, my daughter’s 4-year old
daughter. My daughter got pregnant when
she was 16 years old. Her husband does not
like the girl and he wants to sell her to her
future husband now.

Grandmothers often look after the
small children when their mothers
fetch water or do other hard chores.

*namen changed
I cannot let that happen. They have
given Naishiye to me to help me gather
fire wood and water, milk the goats and
all the other work, but I want her to go to
school and learn. I don’t want her to
share my fate of living as a shepherd’s
wife depending on the husband. If I
could, I would still go to school, and I am
sad that I did not get the chance.
Therefore, I will do everything I can to
provide Naishiye the possibility of going
to school and for training to obtain a
real job later on.
I don’t need a girl to take care of me.
God will provide. Please pray for
Naishiye that she will be a good student
and that she will have a better life than I
do.”

Of course we love to help in cases like this.
This story has found an happy ending.
Naishiye is a joyful student at our Naserian
English Medium Primary School and
meanwhile she is in pre-standard one. We
thank all the supporters who have made
this possible.

Elisabeth

Naishyie and her classmates

+++ Impressive life stories in Masai land+++

Sustainability
We are thinking about this topic more and
more. We have a wonderful team of
Tanzanian employees taking on a lot of
responsibility now. They are heads of a
variety of departments and decisions are
made together. While the number of
employees from abroad has not increased
since 2011, the number of Tanzanian
employees has risen from 33 to 62. On top
of that there are craftsmen and others we
pay for doing certain jobs.

Some of the department leaders

This gives many Tanzanian families a
steady and reliable income. Up until now,
we have been dependent on support from
abroad. This is the only way for us to pay
for salaries, food, etc. The regular sponsors’
donations are particularly helpful, because
they help us to make calculations and to
provide the children with all they need. A
child wrote the following to her sponsors.
“[…] I do appreciate all the help that you
have given me and the hope that has
inspired me to give even more as I can to
help others who are in need to fulfill their
dream. You’re such a great inspiration and I
[…] pray to Almighty God to protect you
and shower your family with innumerable
blessings. I can’t express how happy I am
for your help and please know that there is
always a child that loves you, is thankful
and prays for your success.”
Letter of a student (13th grade)
to her sponsor

We could not have said it better.

More and more students will now graduate
like Nossim and Rita, and we have begun to
encourage them to support other children
in the organization after their graduation.
We hope for more support coming from
within the country.

Sarah
+++ 30 Euros per month is enough to provide an education to one child+++

Ringo tanks
Who or what is a Ringo tank, some of you
might wonder. For us it has become an
ordinary word. Ringo is not Ringo Starr of
the Beatles, but he is a Tanzanian, Ringo
Felix, whose father named him after the
musician. I have known Ringo for many
years from the English speaking church in
Arusha. He was in South Sudan as a
missionary.

Ringo (on the right) mixes cement for
the water tank

Ringo is very ingenious. He has built his
own biogas plant at home which he
operates with his own 5-10 cows. He has 5
daughters and one son. He is a godly man,
and we have talked about everything and
anything for hours.
One of Ringo’s gifts is digging underground
water tanks to store rain water. His tanks
are built in a pear-shaped form. The
biggest one he dugged with his team has a
volume of 250,000 liters (8.5 meters deep).
After a tank has been dug, it is clad with
coffee-wire (a fine mesh wire) and a thin
coat of watertight cement.

Today, we have 11 Ringo tanks at our
HFTM-compound in Malambo (including
the school compound). Whenever we
receive donations for this purpose, we
successively connect all roofs via rain
gutters to the water tanks. As soon as the
rain comes (only on about 15 days per
year), the water tanks are filled. With a
simple hand pump the water can easily be
pumped into a bucket. Even children can
operate the pump. Every tank including the
rain gutters costs about 2,500€. Especially
in Malambo, where rain water is very
scarce, we are very grateful for every drop
of water we can collect. Thank you for all
the support and prayers!

Dirk

The Hand pump in action

+++ Water in Kiswahili means maji +++

Thoughts on Luke 2:7
by Angelika
Why was Jesus born in a manger in a
stable, not in a palace or at least the house
of a wealthy citizen? There he would have
had a better start and much more influence
on society. People would have listened to
him. He would have been an important
person.
God, however, had another plan. Jesus didn’t need to enter the world following
human rules. He disturbed and upset the culture of the time … was interested in
women and children. He talked to prostitutes and tax collectors. These were people
where others would not like to have anything to do with.
Jesus is light and he shines into every area of our lives. We cannot hide anything or
keep secrets. We can only stand humbly at the cross and ask him, “Be merciful. I
don’t deserve you, but you still want to live with me. You forgive all my
transgressions. They are erased.” When a proud Masai warrior says that and
changes his life radically and denounces his pride, there must be a power that
changes him. Many Masai men have told me that they saw their friends (‘cool
warriors’) suddenly experiencing an inexplicable change of heart with Jesus. We also
have this chance. Karibu (welcome), you are invited to live this life with Jesus!

Blessed christmas!!
Have a blessed Christmas and a wonderful year 2020!
Angelika Wohlenberg-Kinsey, Elisabeth Merz, Dirk & Sarah Frykowski
with all the children, wmployees and volunteers of „Help for the Masai“
P.S.: Please don’t forget to choose “Help For The Masai” when you order your
Christmas presents through amazon.smile or Bildungsspender.

PRAYER
Thanks:
changes in the hearts of Masai
families
good tanzanian Co-Worker
Requests:
further opportunities to support
the Masai
Drilling for water
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